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Good Morning-

In preparation for this afternoon's briefing, please find attached the following
materials:

Revised agenda
Overview document

Thank you,
K
-- 
Kate Norman, Sage-Grouse Project Manager
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6
134 Union Blvd, Lakewood CO 80228
PO Box 25486, DFC, Mailstop 60120, Denver CO 80225
Office:   303-236-4214
Mobile:  703-927-2445
kate_norman@fws.gov
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In 2010, the greater sage-grouse (sage-grouse) was determined to warrant listing 
under the Endangered Species Act (Act) due to habitat loss and fragmentation as 
result of: energy development, agricultural conversion, conifer encroachment, 
wildfire and invasive species, and lack of existing regulatory mechanisms. 2010 


Since that time, over 90 percent of 
sage-grouse breeding habitat has 
been protected through Federal 
(BLM/FS) and, State Plans Wyoming, 
Montana, and Oregon).  These areas 
are identified as either Priority Habitat 
Management Areas or General 
Habitat Management Areas and 
include specific regulations and 
development restrictions. 


After evaluating the potential impacts across the 
range, we further examined areas where threats may 
be concentrated – namely, the Rocky Mountains, 
where oil and gas development is more acute, and 
the Great Basin, where fire and invasives are more 
prominent.  In each of these areas, the existing 
conservation efforts and regulatory mechanisms 
protect the most important habitat for the species.  
We recognize that fire in particular will require 
ongoing management through efforts identified in the 
Federal Plans and Secretarial Order 3336.  


The BLM and USFS  worked with the 
Service to identify the most important 
habitat for conservation using a breeding 
bird density model and site-specific 
knowledge from state land managers. 
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Rocky Mountains* 
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Great Basin* 


*Percentages represent the percent of the breeding habitat 
that is covered by either PHMA, GHMA, or no specifically 


mapped management.  PHMA and GHMA include lands 
covered by Wyoming, Montana, and Oregon State plans 
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Sage-Grouse, Rangewide Breeding Habitat* 
Priority Habitat Management
Area (PHMA)


General Habitat Management
Area (GHMA)


Other, Not Specifically Managed


The Greater Sage-Grouse 2015 Finding 







Items to Discuss 


Fire and Invasives 
• Secretarial Order 
• 2015 Fire Season 
• Pete Coates Open File 


Report 


Mining 
• Withdrawals of 1872 


Mining Act, locatable 
minerals 


5-Years to Review 
Per conservations in June 2015, we want to highlight our continued commitment to the sage-grouse 
including a planned review of new information in 2020. 


 
State Conservation 
• Three (3) states provide certainty of implementation and effectiveness: 


• Wyoming 
• Montana (PECE) 
• Oregon (PECE) 


• Other state plans provide limited certainty. 
• For clarity, we focus on the plans that have the most certain outcomes 
 


2010 
Status Review 


2015 
Status Review 


2020  
Status Review 


Other Issues 
• Outstanding Solicitor Concerns 
• Communication Plan 
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Continued collaborative conservation with State and Federal partners 
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Goal for Director’s Briefing

This VTC will serve as an opportunity to discuss the Federal Register document as we officially transmit to Headquarters for review and surname.

Location

VTC

With the Tandberg remote, please have your users dial in to 4002 by pushing the green button, and then entering 4002 with the keypad. Then hit the [OK/Menu] button; hit the [OK/Menu] button again.   

All attendees are to dial only 4002. Please do NOT accept calls from anyone during the meeting. If an attendee dials another attendee's video system instead of the 4002 number, it will interrupt the video conference.

Telephone Only                                

Using your telephone, dial 303-235-5460. After the voice prompts, dial 4002#

[bookmark: _GoBack]Invitees

		Headquarters



		

		Dan Ashe, Gary Frazer



		Region 1



		

		Robyn Thorson, Richard Hannan, Terry Rabot, Mike Carrier, Paul Henson, Eric Rickerson



		Region 6



		

		Noreen Walsh, Matt Hogan, Mike Thabault, Nicole Alt, Matt Kales, Kate Norman, Jodi Bush, Larry Crist, Drue DeBerry, Scott Larson, Mark Sattelberg



		Region 8



		

		Ren Lohoefener, Alex Pitts, Mike Fris, Mary Grim, Jody Holzworth, Ted Koch





Agenda 

		Monday – August 31, 2015



		Time

		Item

		Lead



		1:00 pm MT 

		Welcome and Introductions

		Director and Regional Directors



		1:05 pm MT

		Overview of the Document

· Changes since 2010

· Focused Conservation and Overview of Impacts

· Conclusion

		Mike Thabault	



		1:15 pm MT

		Topics for Additional Discussion

· Fire and Invasives

· Mineral Withdrawals

· State Conservation (Recognition)

· Solicitor Concerns

		Mike Thabault



		2:00 pm MT

		Communication Plan

		Mike Thabault



		3:00 pm MT

		ADJOURN
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